Video assisted thoracic surgery in a second trimester pregnant woman with thoracic empyema: a case report.
An empyema is an infection of the pleural space that occurs most frequently secondary to the progression of pneumonia. The stages of empyema are based on pleural characteristics and reflect the risks of the condition for morbidity and mortality. Pregnancy is a risk factor for major complications of pneumonia, including empyema. A pregnant woman at 25 weeks' gestation with a community-acquired Streptococcus pneumoniae pneumonia underwent video-assisted thoracotomy decortication and debridement of a large loculated, gelatinous empyema after conservative medical therapy failed. Conservative medical therapy with antibiotics alone may not be adequate for advanced bacterial empyema in pregnancy.